A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF
COOPER'S LIFE

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER was bora Sep-
tember 15, 1789, at Burlington, New Jersey, and
taken to Cooperstown, New York, the following
year.

He lived there until he went to Albany in 1800 as a
student in the house of Rev. Thomas Ellison, Rector of
St. Peter's, from where he went to Yale in 1802 in his
thirteenth year, and entered the class of 1806. He was
expelled from Yale in his junior year, 1805. In the
autumn of 1806 he sailed from New York as a sailor
before the mast on the ship Sterling, Captain John John-
ston of Wiscasset, Maine, as a preparation for the United
States Navy. He was commissioned Midshipman Janu-
ary i, 1808. He resigned and married Susan Augusta De
Lancey, January l, 1811. They lived in Westchester
County, New York, until 1813, when they moved to
Cooperstown and lived /or a time on a farm on the lake
shore, called "Fenimore." He left there in 1817 and
resided in Westchester County, on Long Island, and in
New York City until June i, 1826, when he went to
Europe with his family. He lived in Paris and Italy
and traveled until October, 1833, when he returned to
America, and after a short stay in New York lived at
Cooperstown until his death in 1851.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